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IFIMES looks at things differently. Its con-
tributors and their works are selected for
the breadth of their vision as well as their
intimate knowledge of a specific country.
IFIMES contributors work to enlighten de-
velopments across regions - the Middle East
and Southeast Europe - as well as between
countries. To those who believe that Iraq
represents unique challenges or that Bos-
nia-Herzegovina is a one-off exception to
global developments, IFIMES responds that
informed observers must identify both the shared and unique
characteristics of each situation to gain a full understanding of
viable policy options. The reader will find in the following pages
the best thinking of the most informed and creative specialists
on these areas, along with an unfailing resolve to analyze criti-
cally and comparatively the most pressing issues of our time. In
the following pages, these contributors inform, analyze, and pro-
voke. Whenever possible and appropriate, they prescribe policy
options. The essays contribute knowledge, insight, and original
ideas of value both to general readers and to specialists in the re-
gion.

Dr. Robert J. Donia

President of the Council of the International Institute
for Middle East and Balkan Studies (IFIMES) and
Associate Professor at the University of Michigan
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ABOUT THE IFIMES INSTITUTE

IFIMES - International Institute for Middle-East and Balkan stud-
ies, based in Ljubljana - Slovenia, gathers and selects various infor-
mation and sources on key conflict areas in the world. Based on
the selected information, the Institute analyses mutual relations
among parties with an aim to promote the importance of global
conflict resolution of the existing conflicts and the role of pre-
ventive actions against new global disputes.

Idea to establish IFIMES Institute is a reflection of our common
reality and the needs of the world to reach for common solutions
- now more than ever in the past. Common interests and bonds
among different policies, nations, religions, world regions and di-
verse interest parties in the unipolar world are essential. Constant
search for differences and rejections is like searching for a needle
in a pack of hay, while insisting on cooperation and respect for
diversity provides a chance to create a better world.

The area of research and work of IFIMES Institute is the Middle
East (Gulf states) and the Balkans (South-Eastern Europe), where
relations among different entities are based on religious, ethnic,
national and racial grounds. Associates of the Institute are re-
spected experts, scientists, managers, journalists and researchers,
who are introducing younger colleagues from all over the world
to work, with a purpose of additional education, promotion of
knowledge and scientific achievements with an emphasis on the
political and economic connections within the region, among
the regions and on the global level.

The IFIMES Institute is through organizing seminars, symposi-
ums, conferences, round tables, (with participants from various
interest groups: scientists, politicians, managers, representatives
of religious institutions, journalists, artists and others), perform-
ing analyses, studies and projects, as well as through its own pub-
lications presenting the results of its work and achievements, also
targeting leading international media.
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The IFIMES Institute regularly issues its Miscellany for the previ-
ous year in the English language and distributes it mainly abroad
(foreign diplomatic missions, presidents of states and prime min-
isters, governments, EU, USA, international organizations, media,
and companies).

IFIMES Institute cooperates with relevant institutions from the
USA, EU, Gulf states and countries from South-Eastern Europe on
projects, studies and analyses prepared individually or based on
specific demands from a known party. The activities of IFIMES
are especially directed towards the areas of international (for-
eign) politics and economy, international relations, counselling
the state institutions, companies and individuals and more.

IFIMES Institute is searching for and recommending political so-
lutions to the governments of the world, especially and foremost
for the regions of the Balkans and the Middle East.

The International Institute IFIMES is a partner of:

* World Security Network, New York
(www.worldsecuritynetwork.com )

¢ Globalvision News Network, New York (www.gvnews.net )

* Mejdunarodniyi obchestveniyi fond »Eksperimentalniyi tvorche-

skiyi centr«, Kurginyana Center«, Moscow (www.kurginyan.ru)

IFIMES Institute is co-founder of The International Counter-Ter-
rorism Academic Community (ICTAC), Herzliya, Israel.
(www.ict.org.il )

The Global Development Network from Washington has marked
the relevancy of the researches performed by IFIMES with the
relevancy rate of 93,00%. (www.gdnet.org )

Member of Council of IFIMES are: president prof. dr. Robert J. Do-
nia (University of Michigan and adviser of ICC in Hague), prof. dr.
Munther Al Fadhal, (University of Stockholm and London, adviser



IFIMES 2005 9

of PM of KRG), dr. Mohammed Sulivany (Supreme Court Judge of
Iraq’s Kurdistan federal region), dr. Sandra BaSi¢ Hrvatin (Univer-
sity of Ljubljana), dr. Jernej Pikalo (University of Ljubljana), prof.
dr. Mirko Pejanovi¢, (Dean of the Faculty of Political Sciences of
the Sarajevo University and member of the War Presidency of the
Republic Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992 - 1995), Breda RazdevSek
(Attorney from Ljubljana), Janez Skrabec (founder and director
of the Riko Group) etc.

Directors of IFIMES are Bakhtyar Aljaf and Zijad Becirovic.

Ljubljana, December, 2005



